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He missed all of a miserable 2011 for the Mets,
aborting a late-season comeback when his
rehab starts didn’t go as smoothly as he
wanted. The Mets are confident that Santana
will regain his form .

“He is an ace. Period,” Mets manager Terry
Collins told ESPNNewYork.com’s Adam Rubin
last season. “I’ve heard too many stories about

how he’s pitched even when he wasn’t 100
percent, and he still pitched great. If

his health is good, I know that
with his competitivenes

and ability to command
the baseball, he’ll be as
good as we’ve got.”

If Santana is at the top
of a Mets rotation that
includes R.A. Dickey,
Jon Niese, Mike
Pelfrey and Dillon
Gee, the Mets will
have one of the
deeper rotations
in the National
League.

Not everyone is optimistic about Santana’s
fortunes for 2012. Some are skeptical of the
Mets’ ability to self-diagnose their own
personnel, while others refuse to pin their
hopes on what many believe is a very difficult
surgery to overcome.

Ron Patterson, who writes for Ed Ryan’s excellent
MetsFever.com says Mets fans shouldn’t have
such high expectation for Santana.

One of the only starting pitchers to return from
this surgery, Chien-Ming Wang, who once lead
Major League Baseball in wins from 2006-2007,
started 11 games for the Nationals last season.
He went a modest 4-3, pitching no more than
six innings an outing and was never really
dominant over that time. Why should we expect
that Johan's results would be drastically different.

So what should fans expect now? I certainly
wouldn't expect an improvement on his pre-
surgery numbers. Johan Santana peaked some
time ago now, probably before he ever
strapped on a Mets uniform. That isn't to say
his career is over, but at the same time, fans
shouldn't expect a Cy Young caliber
performance next season.

Patterson’s points
are valid, but
Santana, 
who will make
$24,000, 000 in
2012, is paid to
produce a Cy
Young-caliber
performance. 

That’s how important
Santana is to the 2012
Mets. The engine that
will make everything go.
Throw in an improved
bullpen, and an offense
that should improve after the
modifications to Citi Field,
and what looked like a disaster
in the making could be one of
those unlooked for years of
competitive baseball.

One thing is for sure, it will not be for lack
of effort.

"It doesn't matter how long you have been up
here,” Santana said after joining the Mets. “You
have to prove you can do the job. And you
have to work hard."
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At press time,
the Mets have

so far "redistrib-
uted" the money they

claim they had budgeted
for Reyes on the bullpen, which a year ago was dreadful. Jon Rauch
will set up Frank Francisco. Ramon Ramirez, they key player
acquired in the trade that sent Angel Pagan to the Giants, is also
going to be counted on in a big way. Andres Torres, the other player
acquired in the deal, will replace Pagan in center field and it's said,
will be the new leadoff hitter in place of Reyes.

Whether it was reality (the real reason) or strategic (the reason that
the Mets and some of their fanbase is attempting to project), the
end result is less than inspirational. Perhaps no one puts it better
than Mike Vaccaro, esteemed baseball author and national sports
columnist for the New York Post:

Look, the idea that Jose Reyes is gone forever stings deeply if you
invest yourselves in the Mets, the way casting free Darryl Strawberry
did for one past generation, and the exiling of Tom Seaver did for
another. If the Mets were owned by different people, they might
even be able to sell the notion — and it’s a fair one — that a player
who relies on his legs and has a history of leg problems isn’t worth
six years and $106 million.

But they aren’t owned by different people. They are owned by the
Wilpons, and the Wilpons have done nothing — they’ve done less
than nothing — since buying out Nelson Doubleday to be given the
benefit of this doubt, or any doubt. Do you believe they will take
advantage of their newfound payroll flexibility to strengthen a team
earmarked for fifth place? Do you believe they aren’t meddling with
Sandy Alderson’s plans any time those plans involve digging into
coffers that ring hollow and empty, like so many Wilpon promises?

To some, Sandy Alderson is the "grown-up in the room", hired by the
Wilpon/Katz ownership to "transform" the morbid – and expensive –
Mets into an "iconic franchise" (Sandy's words). Others, including

yours truly, view Alderson's current job assignment as a directive
from MLB to insure that the Mets do not fall any further into debt
than they already are.

More from Vaccaro:

Forget for a second the question of whether the Wilpons had any
inkling what Bernie Madoff was up to; understand that without
Madoff, they wouldn’t have had a prayer of being solo owners of the
team in the first place. That deferred deal with Bobby Bonilla that
earns them such ridicule now? Done because they believed they
were smarter than everyone else, and entered into a dim-witted,
house-of-cards arrangement that they somehow believed would
yield an exclusive windfall.

Even if Madoff had been on the up-and-up, the Wilpons were
gambling your baseball team on the volatile nature of Madoff’s feel
for the Market; in truth, it would be like financing your house based
solely on your betting-window performance at Aqueduct.

One only hopes that the minor league refurbishment headed by
Assistant GMs Paul DePodesta and J.P. Ricciardi pays some
dividends  before 2014.

Recently, I was at a doctor's office for a routine checkup, and the
receptionist noticed I was wearing a Mets jacket emblazoned with
the 1969 and 1986 World Series patches.

"It's been a long time since we've won, isn't it?" she said.

"Yes, it has," I replied. "But 'Ya Gotta Believe', right?" I laughed.

"How long until we win another"" she asked.

"When the team is old to people who actually care about winning
one." I said.

When that happens, maybe Mets fans can begin to "trust the
process" ( a favorite saying by former pitching coach Rick Peterson,
who somehow coaxed 15 wins from the maddening Oliver Perez).
Until then all we can do it wait.

Then-Mets manager and now-Boston skipper Bobby

Valentine once told me that Jose Reyes was the most

exciting minor league player he'd ever seen. Watching

him play at Binghamton in 2002 (which was

preferable to watching the big-league Mets do their

best to get Valentine fired), it was easy to see why.

Now the Miami Marlins will have the benefit of

watching a 28-year Old shortstop enter the prime of his career. No matter who

you believe as to why he will no longer play shortstop in Flushing, Reyes is no

longer a Met. That's the reality.
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"The Wilpons have done
nothing — they’ve done less
than nothing — since buying
out Nelson Doubleday"

– Mike Vaccaro




